
i
1

Ondo State Pension Transitional Department'

Office of the Head of Service,

Governor's Office,

Akure.

2fkor.,2o2o.
CIRCULAR LETTER TO:

Chief of Staff to the Governor,

Deputy Chief of Statf to the Deputy Governor,

Secr:etarY to the, State GoverPment,

Office of the Head of Service,

Honou ra b!e Commissioners,

Chairmen of the Commission/Parastatals, '

Perma ne nt Secreta ries/Tuto rs-G e ne ra t/Di rectors-Ge ne ra l,

The Clerk, Ondo State House of Assembly,

State Aud itor-Ge nera l,

Auditor-General for Local Government,

Ge ne ra I M a na gers/Ad m i n istrative Secreta ries,

State Chairman, Nigeria Union of Pensioners,

Local Govt. Branches of Nigeria Union of Pensioners.

PENSION PAYMENT AS IT AFFECTS DECEASED PENSIONERS

IN THE PUBLIC SERVICE OF ONDO STATE.

It has come to the notice of the State Government that some Next-of-kin and

Guarantors of deceased pensioners are in the habit of concealing information

whenever a pensioner dies either out of ignorance or sheer mischief. lt has been

observed that some of the beneficiaries, who have access to the bank accounts of

deceased pensioners, withrhold information on the death of their Relatives with a view

to coliecting their Pensions'

2, For information, Section LL oi the Pension Act, No L02 of L979 provides "Where

on officer dies within five yeors after retirement, his next-of-kin or designated survivors

shall continue to be paid, for a period expiring ot the end of five yeors from the dote of

his retirement, the sqme pension which the deceosed officer was receiving prior to his
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death but if the nert-of-kin or designated survivor so elects, the balance of his pension

at his death mqy be paid forthwith to the said next-of-kin or designated survivor".

3. The interpretation of this provision is to the effect that a Pensioner has right to a

minimum of 5 years pensions after retirement, dead or alive. The Law provides that
',t

where a pensioner has irot earned up to 5 years pensions and dies, the beneficiaiy or

the next-of-kin has the light to claim the pensions outstanding to make up for the 5

;vears. The beneflcip1y, !s to immediately upon the death of such Pensioner inform the

State Pension'Transitional Department, Office of the Head of SerVice to request for

the outstanding ih retpect of the 5 years pension. For clarity, aqguming'a Pensioner

retired on 1't Januaiy, 2Ot5 and died on 2nd Mry, 2018; he or she has earned pension

for 40 months (3 years 4 months) as against 60 months (s'years) allowed. The

beneficiary may write to make claim for the 20 rnonths outstanding pensions.

4. Pursuant to the foregoing, the Act emphasizes that pension parTment stops upon

the death of,a Pensioner'without prejudice to the provision in paragraph 2 above. ln

ts been paid pe onths or more, theeffect, for a pensioner who; has been paid pension for 60 lrt

beneficiary has no right to pension when such Pensioner dies rather it is in;cumbent on

such beneficiary to inform this Office accordingly. lt is criminal to withhold information

about a deceased Pensioner in order to continue to receive his or her pension.

5 The essence of this Circular Letter is to keep Public Servants as wel! as Retirees

and their Next-of-Kin abreast of the provision as it affect a deceased Pensioner. lt

should be noted, therefore, that ignorance will not be an excuse when a beneficiary is

caught in the criminal acts of drawing the pension of a deceased Pensioner. "To be

forewarned is to be forearmed."

6. The State Government will frown at this act, henceforth, and will not hesitate to

take drastic action against erring beneficiary.

7. Acqordingly, Accounting Officers, Chairmen and members, Nigeria Union of
..,:.

Pensioners are enjoined to bring the content of this circular letter to the information of

their staff/mem ber5,',,

8. Thank !oU.;
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where a pensioner has'not earned up to 5 years pensions and dies, the beneficiary or

the next-of-kin has the right to claim the pensions outstanding to make up for the 5

years. The beneficiary is to immediately upon the death of such Pensioner inform the

state pension Transitional Department, office of the Head of service to request for

the outstanding in respect of the 5 years pension. For clarity, assuming a Pensioner

retired on L't January, 2015 and died on 2nd M'y, 2Ot8; he or she has earned pension

for 40 months (3 years 4 months) as against 50 months (5'years) allowed' The

rbeneficiary 
may write to make claim for the 20 rnonths outstanding pensions'

theActemphasizesthatpensionpaymentstopsupon4: Pursuant to the foregoing,

the death of a pensioner'without prejudice to the provision in paragraph 2 above' ln

effect, for a Pensionel who has been paid pension for 60 months or more' the

beneficiary has,no r:ighttolpension when such'pensioner dies rather it is incumbent on

such beneficiar"rT to inform'this office accordingly. lt is criminal to withhold information

about a deceased Pensioner:in o'rder to continue to receive his or her pension'

5 The essence of this Circular Letter is to keep Public Servants as well as Retirees

and their Next-of-Kin abreast of the provision as it affect a deceased Pensioner' lt

should be noted, therefore, that ignorance will not be an excuse when a beneficiary is

caught in the criminal acts of drawing the pension of a deceased Pensioner' "To be

forewarned is to be forearmed."

6, The State Government will frown at this act, henceforth, and will not hesitate to

take drastic action against erring beneficiary'

7. Acqordingty, Accounting officers, chairmen and members, Nigeria Union of
' I !" r'

pensioners are enjoined to bring the content of this circular letter to the information of

their staff/membersr,, ;'

8. Thbnk lou.;.

,D e n

Ag. Permaneht SecretarY

for: Head of Service


